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7 December 2020 
 

Dear Michael Mount Community, 
 

As 2020 draws to a close, I would like, once again, to thank you for your steady support and for your 
resilience in handling the unpredictable Covid-19 situation. Thank you, too, for your appreciation of all our 
efforts to keep our school safe. 
 

In my last letter I mentioned that circumstances have compelled the school to undergo a resizing process. 
There are several familiar faces who will no longer be with us in the New Year. 
 

Some of our staff advised us that they would be leaving prior to the start of this resizing process – Mandy 
Triaca, Erika Raubenheimer and Chantal Kuhlmann. Julia Hosking, Simone-Jane Bedien, Lydia Bjorkman, 
Cassidy Buckley and Erin Miller have taken voluntary retrenchment. 
 

The decision has been made to close the woodwork department in the New Year and to concentrate on 
the one craft. As a result, we will say farewell to Nelson Matambo and Daniel Mbaye. Elsina Mahlangu will 
also be leaving us. 
 

To all of those who will be leaving us we wish you God speed on your new journeys and adventures. 
 

To minimize retrenchments, we have altered the profile of our staff complement by changing job 
descriptions and reassigning some staff members to different duties. 
 

Appointments will be made in the New Year to replace Mandy Triaca and Chantal Kuhlmann. 
 

Start of term 1, 2021 

• Arrival times on Tuesday, 19 January as per the attached schedule except for Classes 8 and 12 who 
will be notified separately, and Class 1b will be starting on 20 January 2021. 

• Please note these leaving times on Tuesday, 19 January 2021 (first day of term): 
 

• Classes 1a (lawn), 2 (Shelter) & 3 (paving) - 10:30  
• Classes 4 (lawn), 5 (shelter) & 6 (paving) - 11:00  
• Classes 7 (lawn), 8 (shelter) & 9 (paving) - 11:30  
• Classes 10 (lawn), 11 (shelter) & 12 (paving) - 12:00 

 

• After 19 January please refer to the attached schedule for arrival and leaving times for all classes.  
 

Dear Michael Mount Community, 2020 has been a tough and tumultuous year, but seeds have been sown 
which, I believe, will bear fruit in the years to come. My wish for the coming festive season and holidays is 
that we find the blessing and serenity of inner peace during this time. 
 

The protocols are still in place and will be for some time to come.  With calmness and determination, we 
will face the challenges of the New Year with all the resilience of our wonderful community. 
 

Kind regards  
  
 
 
 
 
William Bester   
Administrator 
 


