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24 June 2020 
 
Dear Michael Mount Community, 
 

It is mid-winter. Sunday night marked the Winter Solstice and this week we’re holding the impulse of 

the St John’s festival in a very different way. In the absence of our much-loved festival on the field, 

we’re carrying the light within ourselves and reflecting inwardly on St John’s call for change.  

Reflecting on term 2, it is clear our school has learnt to function in new ways. It’s been a time of 

constant adjusting and adapting. With your support we’ve been able to get our senior students back on 

campus full time and other classes from class 3 to 10 back for a limited time.  

Looking ahead to Term 3, starting Monday, 13 July 2020 

Class 11 and 12 to remain on campus 5 days a week. Daily start and end times as per attached schedule. 

Class 1 to 10 will be come to school for 5 days out of a 10-day cycle. Days of attendance and start and 

end times as per attached schedule. On the non-campus days, distance learning and project work will 

continue. 

Nursery School will re-open at the beginning of term 3. As per government regulations for the rest of 

the school, there will be a schedule for days of attendance for nursery school children. Dear parents, 

your nursery school teacher will be contacting you personally to discuss arrangements for your child. 

Play Group will re-open during the course of term 3. Details to follow. 

Attendance – mitigating factors 

1. For High School students  

Students with a co-morbidity (or a family member with a co-morbidity) will continue to study through 

MSTeams. New MSTeams groups will be created for each class to accommodate these at-risk students.  

a. How will tests and exams be handled for students with co-morbidities?  

i. Smaller tests may be written from home and parents will sign a declaration of 

invigilation. 

ii. Larger tests/assessments/exams/cycle tests will be held on campus and students 

with a co-morbidity will be accommodated in a private venue, if required. 

Dear parents, please make sure that the school has the following documents to support this situation: 

• from term 3 a new letter explaining the situation 

• new signed health declaration  

• new doctor’s certificate  

 



 

 

Quarantine If a student is quarantined, then, by arrangement, that student will join the online MSTeam 

group of at-risk students in that class for the required period. 

Absence due to illness other than Covid-19 Normal rules apply. A doctor’s sick note is required if the 

student is absent for more than 2 consecutive days or is off on a Friday or a Monday. Work will have to 

be made up when the student returns to school. Absenteeism does not qualify the student to join the 

MSTeams at-risk student group. 

 

2. For Primary School children 

Children with a co-morbidity (or a family member with a co-morbidity) will receive support from their 

teachers. It is preferable for primary school children to be screen-free and, in this next term, teachers in 

the primary school face a new learning curve as to how best to teach on campus and support children 

with a co-morbidity.  

Dear parents, please make sure that the school has the following documents to support this situation: 

• from term 3 a new letter explaining the situation 

• new signed health declaration  

• new doctor’s certificate 

 

Quarantine If a child is quarantined, then, by arrangement, that child will join the group of at-risk 

children in that class for the required period and receive support from the teachers. 

Absence due to illness other than Covid-19 Normal rules apply. A doctor’s sick note is required if the 

child is absent for more than 2 consecutive days or is off on a Friday or a Monday. Work will have to 

made up when the child returns to school. 

Aftercare 

Aftercare has permission to re-open in a limited capacity. It is offered to those children who are being 

taught on campus on that day only. Aftercare parents will be contacted personally by the aftercare 

teachers to arrange aftercare for their children. 

Connectivity issues 

The school has invested extensively in upgrading its online capabilities. We are confident we have the 

capacity to accommodate online classes where necessary e.g. for students with co-morbidities. 

Downtime is usually attributable to area network problems, not the school’s system. 

 

 



 

 

Concerns about school fees Please contact our Bursar, Mr Hamish Brand, on 011 706 6126 or 

hamishb@michael-mount.co.za to make an appointment to discuss. 

Academic or pedagogical queries about online teaching Please contact me, William Bester, on 011 706 

6126 or wbester@michaelmount.co.za  
 

 

Please note the school office is closed for the first week of the holidays from 29 June to 3 July. 

 

We are incredibly grateful for your continued patience and understanding as we navigate these 

unfamiliar circumstances together. The forthcoming holiday is well deserved by everyone. Let us all take 

the time to relax and re-charge for the second half of the year.  

We look forward to next term when our campus comes more fully to life and is buzzing with activity, 

curiosity and a deep love of learning. 

Happy holidays! 

Yours sincerely 
 

 

 

J W Bester 

Administrator 
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