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24 March 2020 
 

Dear Michael Mount Community, 

President Cyril Ramaphosa’s instruction is clear: stay at home. To fulfil this obligation, we’re going into a 

nationwide lock down for 21 days from midnight on Thursday, 26 March.  

Communication with the school can be maintained through email. 

Let’s see this time as an opportunity to build family bonds and try not to get disquieted with the news. 

Use the time to read, play board games, do some exercise, and speak to family and friends. 

Immediate practicalities: 

• Teachers and admin staff will be available until Friday, 27 March when we officially close for the 

Easter break. 

• We hope to be able to re-open the school on Monday, 20 April which is a week later than 

previously announced. 

• Teachers and admin staff will be available remotely to answer questions from 14 April. 

• The market will be open on Thursday, 26 March for you to get fresh veg, food and deli items. 

Please support our market and their wonderful nourishing food offerings. The market will be 

closed thereafter. 

Longer term practicalities: 

• We will make every attempt to make up lost school days. This will impact future holidays. 

• For the High School we are investigating different avenues of online teaching should we not re-

open on 20 April. This includes - 

o Further use of MS Teams 

o Zoom links for virtual interaction and others 

• We are looking at timetabling access to these portals so that students follow a schedule. 

• For the Primary School – teachers will continue to provide work and support the children with 

age-appropriate material. 

• For the Play Group and Nursery School – teachers will continue as per their current 

engagement. 



 

 

We understand that many parents are feeling stressed and anxious about schoolwork continuing 

remotely. Firstly, please be assured you are not expected to embark on home schooling. Home 

schooling is a very specific, planned for, personal choice. What we are testing here is distance learning 

for which we would like to offer some guidelines. Remember this situation is unprecedented and, 

around the world, teachers, parents and children are finding their way. 

Importance of rhythm 

To Play Group and Nursery School parents: play is the byword of early childhood. Try to establish a daily 

rhythm around play and meals and sleep. There’re some inspiring posts from parents in the same 

position. Above all, be kind to yourself. You’re doing enough. You’re loving your children through a 

difficult time. 

To Primary School parents: a bit of reading every day (independent or together); some practical maths 

e.g. baking; some physical exercise every day; some art or music if possible. And let go. Allow your 

children to have a holiday at home.  

To High School parents: this week teachers will be testing Zoom meetings with various class groups. 

Work will continue to be posted on MS Teams until 27 March. Then it’s holidays and everyone can take a 

well-deserved break from academics.  

Dear Michael Mount community, although our lives have been challenged, we are holding you all in our 

hearts and looking forward with hope and trust to welcoming you back when the time is right. 

Remember to keep in touch with the community as human contact is important to us all – be it 

remotely, by phone call or WhatsApp – it will help us feel connected. We need to support each other in 

our thoughts and guard against fear. We need to especially think of those who are alone in this time. As 

this letter began, let’s make this a time to positively build our family connections. 

We will be in touch with further news as the situation unfolds. 

Kind regards 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

William Bester 
Administrator 


