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24 April 2020 

 

Dear Michael Mount Community, 

 

Thank you for embracing distance learning with positivity. It’s been a steep learning curve for everyone 

and we’ve been heartened by the stories that have emerged. Children are motivated and parents have 

been generous with their time and sharing of resources (we’ve even heard of parents working online at 

night to enable their children to work online during the day). A happy by-product of distance learning is 

the social spin off as some classes enjoy Zoom-bantering together after lessons. Senior classes 11 and 12 

have been following the timetable and those students are working a normal, full school day.  

 

We’re happy with the MS Teams platform for teaching and the sharing of material but have found Zoom 

meetings better suited to interactive lessons such as main lessons in primary school, drama and 

eurythmy. Certainly, there have been some connectivity issues but by and large, distance learning is 

working well. 

 

Please note that lessons will continue next week for the full five days. To make up for lost school days 

and, in response to requests from parents and teachers to maintain the school rhythm, we won’t be 

taking either of the designated public holidays (Monday, 27 April is Freedom Day and Friday, 1 May is 

Workers’ Day).  

 

As we heard last night from President Ramaphosa, there will be a gradual re-opening of schools. The 

National Alliance of Independent Schools Associations (NAISA) is in consultation with the Department 

of Basic Education to keep abreast of details and we expect the Minister of Education to formally 

announce the plan in the coming week. We will co-operate fully with all the Health and Safety 

requirements (NAISA has received the draft protocol of Standard Operating Procedures and Health 

Guidelines for Schools aimed at the containment of Covid-19 and details will be communicated once 

arrangements are formalised). All protocols mandated for cleaning, social distancing, wearing of masks 

etc will have to be strictly adhered to.  

 



 

You are encouraged to source masks for your children without delay. 

 

Finally, thank you to those parents who have generously shared photos of their children learning at 

home. Here is a selection for you to enjoy. 

 

Take care. Stay healthy. We’re in this together. Please let us know if we can help in any way. 

 

Regards 

 

 

William Bester 

Administrator 

 



 

 


