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17 April 2020 

 

Dear Michael Mount community, 

 

We greet Term 2 together, but still apart. As you are all aware the lockdown has been extended to the 

end of April 2020 necessitating distance teaching for all our children commencing Monday, 20 April. 

 

Before we go into the details of what distance teaching means for each class, we need to address some 

issues that are circulating in the media. 

• Recovery plan: There has been no official announcement by the Minister of Education when 

schools may reopen. Certainly, the matter is being discussed amongst the relevant authorities 

and some discussion documents have been doing the rounds in the media which has created 

much anxiety amongst stake holders. Therefore, please do not give media reports any credence. 

We await an official announcement. 

• Term dates 2020: Again, there have been queries about the reorganisation of term dates for the 

year 2020. It is too early to make a call in this regard as we have no idea when schools will 

actually return to the classroom. There are many rumours about holidays being cancelled and 

exams in independent schools being moved into December. Although there is perhaps some 

truth in these rumours, we await an official statement from the Department of Basic Education. 

Unfortunately, we will have to live with the uncertainty at this time. 

Ahead of the start of term 2 our teachers have been meeting remotely to formalise the roll out of 

distance teaching from Monday. We know that teachers have different online capabilities and resources 

at home but their commitment to delivering the Waldorf curriculum remains their top priority. All 

lessons will be tailored to suit the age and stage of the children. Every teacher is committed to 

supporting you and your child through this period of lockdown. And, behind the scenes, we will 

continue to have regular staff meetings to share what we have learnt and to support each other as we 

support you.  

 



 

 

Your class teacher or class guardian will be providing you with specific lesson details as term starts but 

here (below) are messages of intention from the teachers to help you prepare for the new term – 

together, but apart. 

 

Early Childhood teachers are committed to supporting and helping to nourish your child and family 

through stories, songs, and activity ideas, and providing a rhythm for the children.  

Remembering that play and work are the cornerstones of the early childhood curriculum, we will 

provide resources to help support parents to bring Waldorf education into their home. We will 

communicate weekly and be available for check-ins as needed. The materials provided are resources, 

not requirements. Resources will be sent by email and WhatsApp. These are uncertain times. Our hope 

is to offer support and care for families.  

 

Class 1 

As Class 1 teachers we will reach out to our children through WhatsApp by sending pictures and audio 

clips of stories and songs. We will share seasonal stories and craftwork around an autumnal theme. We 

will be consolidating and reinforcing the number and letter work we did last term and doing form 

drawings and pictures. We will communicate regularly and be available for check-ins as needed. 

 

Class 2  

It is important for this age group to remember that they are a part of a group of children who are all 

working on the tasks given. We will be connecting with our children regularly.  Form drawing, Maths 

and English work will be sent out regularly.  We will communicate with our class parents often and be 

available for check-ins as needed. 

 

Class 3  

In Class 3, Miss Kuhlmann will embark on a House-building main lesson and Miss Ndhlovu will continue 

with stories from the Old Testament. Both main lessons will include written and practical work. We’ll 

also be sending some activities for Maths and English consolidation. Work from all the subject 

teachers will also be sent through the class teacher. Content for learning will be delivered via email and 

WhatsApp. We are available for check-ins as needed. 



 

 

Class 4 

Mrs Thompson’s class will embark on a Geography main lesson.  Ms Spall will lead her class into the Man 

and Animal main lesson block. Both our Class 4 teachers will be sending out guidelines for some 

practical activities and a small topic-related project. Consolidation work in Maths and English will also be 

sent, as well as activities from the various subject teachers. Our class teachers will communicate 

regularly on email, WhatsApp and with phone calls to individual families.   

 

Class 5 

In Class 5 Mrs Offerman and Miss van der Merwe will start a Botany main lesson involving artistic 

activities and observations. Maths and English worksheets will be sent home. Support and subject 

teachers will send, via class teachers, work and activities and will be available to assist wherever 

necessary. Class teachers will work through email and WhatsApp. They will also connect with children 

using audio calls, where possible, and individual phone calls.  

 

Class 6 

It’s time for the Rome Main Lesson in Class 6 and there will be three online lessons a week on this topic.  

Class teachers will send Maths and English worksheets. There will be involvement with all subject 

teachers and subject work will be sent out via the class teachers. Families can log in to the MS Teams 

platform where class work will be available.  

 

Class 7 

Class 7’s will be meeting with their class teachers regularly on Microsoft teams. They will be starting a 

Geography main lesson, which will be project based. They will be given English and Maths revision 

worksheets to complete and submit weekly. The Afrikaans and IsiZulu teachers will submit revision 

work to do. Work will also be provided in music, eurythmy, handwork and woodwork.  

 

Class 8 

The class 8’s will start with a poetry main lesson. Information and material as well as work to be done 

will be posted on MS teams. The children will work in blank books to create their own main lesson 

books which will be handed in when we return to school. Subject teachers will connect with the 



 

 

children on either MS teams or WhatsApp groups. Work will be provided in Maths, languages, music, 

eurythmy, handwork and woodwork.  

 

Class 9 and 10 

Specific work will be sent out by subject teachers using MS Teams. Work will be project based and 

revision will be the focus in the next few weeks. The Class Guardian is still the main contact for parents 

and students, and, in addition, all subject teachers will be available for support to the students from 

8.00am – 3.30pm (please be aware that teachers are teaching and will respond as soon as they are 

available).  

Main Lessons: 

9a English Novel Lord of the Flies with Ms Miller 

9b Drama with Ms Titus 

10a Pandemics through History with Mr Garcia  

10b History of Poetry with Miss Offerman 

 

Class 11 and 12  

Main lesson class 11: 

Teachers will teach some lessons on MS Teams from 8h00 – 10h00 and work will be given to do in that 

time. 

11a Life Science: Botany 

11b Physical Sciences: The Nature of Matter 

Class 11 projects: 

11a Theoretical draft due date – 27 April 

11b Theoretical draft due date – 20 April  

Timetable: 

Class 11 and 12 term 2 timetable will be followed. Teachers will connect with students on MS Teams.  

Students must be available on their devices from 7h50-14h50. Teachers will be available from 8h00 – 

15h30 on weekdays for teaching and to assist students if not teaching. 

Every teacher will work differently depending on their personal connectivity situations. Every teacher 

will contact their students regularly. If students miss deadlines the guardians will be informed or 



 

 

teachers will contact parents. If parents have concerns they can contact the guardian or the subject 

teacher. If parents have connectivity issues the guardian must be informed. For MS Teams password 

issues contact Trish on pgodlonton@michaelmount.co.za 

 

 

In these extraordinary circumstances it is our hope to offer support and help uplift families, keep 

academics on track for our senior students, nourish and inspire through the wonderful Waldorf 

curriculum and, when we finally meet again, be able to say this was a fruitful period – we came through 

it together. 

 

Regards 

 

 

William Bester 

Administrator 
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