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22 May 2020 

Dear Michael Mount Community, 

We are very pleased to confirm that our school will commence a phased re-opening from Monday, 1 

June 2020.  

Following the Minister of Basic Education’s address on 19 May 2020, and the subsequent meeting 

between NAISA and the Department of Basic Education, it has been agreed that independent schools 

may follow their own phased approach to opening provided they are compliant with the relevant 

regulations. 

After due deliberation, and in consultation with the Federation of Waldorf Schools, we, at Michael 

Mount, have taken the decision to commence our re-opening in High School with Classes 11 and 12. The 

matrics will return to school on Monday, 1 June and Class 11 will start on Thursday, 4 June.   

Class 11 and 12 

On a practical level the phasing of these two classes back to school will enable us to educate our 

students in the health and safety protocols that must be followed without compromise. At the same 

time, we can refine the processes in preparation for welcoming the younger children.  

In terms of Waldorf education, we are mindful that Class 11, with its plays and projects, forms the 

pinnacle of our students’ Waldorf career. We are very excited by the creativity our Class 11 students are 

demonstrating with their forthcoming play. In line with the times, they are preparing a radio play for us 

to enjoy in our own homes. 

Our matrics and their teachers have been steadfastly keeping up to date with the matric syllabus with 

MSTeams. Now, it is important that they return to the classroom, to get the benefit of face-to-face 

teaching to be properly prepared for finals. 

Protecting the safety of our children and staff 

Our Covid-19 Management Team has been working diligently to prepare the school for re-opening. We 

are following, to the letter, the Standard Operating Procedures and Health Guidelines provided by the 

relevant government ministries. Deep cleaning is almost complete and will be signed off shortly. 

Preparation of classrooms for Class 11 and 12 with the requisite social distancing is in process. Training of 

Michael Mount ground staff commenced today. Training for admin staff and teachers will take place 

next week. And, in the coming week, we will publish the Standard Operating Procedures document 

we’re working to so that you can see the protocols and processes in place.   



 

 

Phasing in of other classes 

The College of Teachers is giving great consideration into phasing other classes back to school. Current 

thinking is that the Class 1s, followed by other classes, should start coming in for a couple of hours a 

week starting 8 June. It is important that young children have a break from their screens and see their 

teacher and each other in person. We’ll be communicating details as soon we have the relevant 

approvals. 

Classroom teaching and online teaching 

We will be teaching in dual mode for the foreseeable future. Any child unable to attend school will be 

able to stay on track with lessons on MSTeams and Zoom. 

Resource packs  

The teachers are looking forward to being allowed back to school. They will be taking the opportunity 

to prepare resource packs to support distance learning for the children and will communicate with 

parents to arrange collection. 

School holidays 

The Minister for Basic Education stated in her presentation on 19 May that the school calendar for the 

remainder of 2020 has yet to be finalised and gazetted. As an independent school, we will be able to 

formalise our own 2020 calendar once the government’s school calendar is published.  

 

Dear parents, we could not do all this without your support. Your letters of thanks and encouragement 

are much appreciated. This is a long road and we’re all learning as we go along. Again, we are being 

called upon to adjust to a new rhythm and a new way of being but together we will meet the next wave 

of undeniable challenges and our wonderful campus will come alive once again. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

J W Bester 

Administrator 


